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not an easy situation, and is one that keep the military
organization of India constantly on the qui vive, and its
General Staff at high tension.

India has other military problems. The lesser ones amid
3,000 miles of Eastern and North Eastern Frontier do not
matter. But Nepaul, our staunch ally since the fierce
Nepaul War of 1815, cannot be omitted from military
calculations, under circumstances different from now*
The ambitions of China vis-a-vis Tibet, are a constant
anxiety, while the Muhammadan Chinese province Yunnan
contiguous to Burma is not a negligible factor with China
in disruption.

In addition to external enemies, the bitter feeling between
Hindu and Moslem that Mr. Montague has stirred, demands
the presence of many thousand British troops to restrain it.

The major ever-present problem is the preservation of
the integrity of Afghanistan, and when possible the mainten-
ance of the most friendly relations with her. The comparative
civilization or Balkanization aforesaid, of Afghanistan has
increased rather than lessened the military problem. It
but means a better armed potential enemy.

It cannot be too vividly before us that an independent
Afghanistan as a buffer state is an essential to our position
in India and to the prosperity of India herself.

THE MILITARY FORCES  OF INDIA TO-DAY

The regular forces in India to-day consist of some 60,000
Europeans, and 130,000 Indian troops added to a con-
siderable number of troops in the Princes India of varying
efficiency. This is to protect and preserve internal order
in a country of 1,800,000 square miles and 353 million
peoples, with a thousand miles of N.W. tribal frontier
of daily anxiety, and three to four thousand miles of N.E.
and E. Frontier of lesser anxiety but of possibilities. The
resources from which soldiers are drawable are not so many*